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Secondary science safety monitoring schedule 2022
School name: …………………………………………………………………………………………

DfE no: …………………….

Persons involved: ……………………………………………………………………………………

Date: …………………………

CLEAPSS COVID-19 Advice

It is important that you have read and acted on current CLEAPSS guidance. The key document to access is 
GL343 – Guide to doing practical work during the COVID-19 Pandemic – Science (Check that you have the latest version) 
This guidance is subject to change, so it is important to review the CLEAPSS website regularly.

http://science.cleapss.org.uk/ 

Following the pause in practical work during the pandemic, departments should continue to ensure that all colleagues practice and develop their skills in standard practical procedures. This is especially true for ECTs, and subject mentors should continue to support their development of teaching via practical science – demonstrations & the management of class practicals.
	General – all CLEAPSS Lab Handbook references relate to the web version
	Yes
	No
	Action/comments

	Does the department have a system in place for regularly checking the CLEAPSS website for up-to-date advice?   http://science.cleapss.org.uk/
	
	
	

	Are all teachers and technicians able to access the CLEAPSS website?
	
	
	

	Are ‘Safety rules and procedures’ on display in each lab?
	
	
	

	Is there evidence that these are referred to during lessons?
	
	
	

	Are responsibilities for safety clearly set out, and are all staff aware of these?
	
	
	

	Are copies of the department’s stock list of chemicals/radioactive sources held by the School’s Health & Safety Officer and the Site Manager?

Is everyone in the department familiar with the document ‘Secure Your Chemicals – Education’?
Are all teachers familiar with sections A, B, C and E of GL120 - About Hazcards? This information should be reviewed at least annually.

Section E on Emergencies and Immediate Response Measures probably requires dedicated departmental CPD time.
	
	
	


	Risk assessment
	Yes
	No
	Action/comments

	Is the department making use of the CLEAPSS publications G030: Successful science practicals; PS090: Making and recording risk assessments in school science and the Supplementary Risk Assessments (Found on left of CLEAPSS homepage?
	
	
	

	Are risk assessments for standard practicals and demonstrations available for teachers and technicians?
	
	
	

	Is there evidence that the risk assessment process has been discussed at department meetings? Is this being applied to the new ‘Apparatus and techniques’ component of the GCSEs?
	
	
	

	Is there evidence that some lessons in the scheme of work have the process of risk assessment as their focus – in Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4?
	
	
	

	Are the CLEAPSS Student Safety Sheets shared with pupils when appropriate? (CLEAPSS are planning to update these in Autumn Term ‘22)
	
	
	

	Is there evidence that pupils’ ability to independently assess risk is being developed over KS3 and KS4?
	
	
	

	Are labs and prep rooms routinely checked for problems? A suggested checklist is available on the HIAS Science Moodle (Technician Support Area – Safety Documents – also see CLEAPSS GL238 and G271)
	
	
	

	Has the department used HCC risk assessment template RATF-046 (Workshop and higher risk rooms risk assessment)?
	
	
	

	Are there procedures for the checking and maintenance of equipment and apparatus? This should include an assessment of stability of benches/island units which house gas pipes.
	
	
	

	Are there established procedures for reporting defects?
	
	
	


	Training and needs identification (including students & NQTs)
	Yes
	No
	Action/comments

	Is safety training incorporated in the department’s work with trainee teachers?
	
	
	

	Are new teachers (ECT, PGCE, SCITT) directed to the Practical Procedures section of the CLEAPSS website?
	
	
	

	Is the department making use of the CLEAPSS booklet Health and safety induction and training of science teachers (G238)
	
	
	

	If teachers are working outside of their subjects, have appropriate steps been taken to identify needs and induct them? (PS038) 
	
	
	

	Is safety training available to teaching assistants working in the science department?
	
	
	


	Monitoring, evaluating and improving safety in the department
	Yes
	No
	Action/comments

	Does the department have a system for logging accidents?
	
	
	

	Is there evidence that the system is used to inform future safety practice in the department?
	
	
	

	Are there any systems that enable safety information to be communicated through the department?
	
	
	


	Chemicals, storage and practice – this section need not be completed in full if no areas of concern were highlighted last year.
	Yes
	No
	Action/comments

	Are there any banned chemicals, or chemicals inappropriate for the nature of the school, in the science area?

Have chemicals highlighted in SYC been clearly identified?
	
	
	

	Are chemicals stored in appropriate containers (CLEAPSS Laboratory handbook, section 7), with the correct labels and hazard warning?
	
	
	

	Are there any concerns about the state of the chemicals or their containers held in the science department?
	
	
	

	Given the size and nature of work carried out in the prep room, is an inappropriate amount of chemicals stored in the prep room (CLEAPSS Laboratory handbook, section 7)?
	
	
	

	Are any chemicals stored in labs? If so, considering the nature of their storage and the access that pupils might have to the chemicals, are these arrangements appropriate?
	
	
	

	Are chemicals grouped and stored appropriately (CLEAPSS Laboratory handbook, section 7)?
	
	
	

	Is ventilation in the chemical store an issue, given the chemicals stored and the nature of the work carried out there (CLEAPSS Laboratory handbook, section 7 and section 8; PS015 Ventilation and levels of Carbon dioxide and other gases in the laboratory & prep room and GL308)? 
	
	
	

	If shelving is over 1.6 m high, is material stored on these shelves rarely used?
	
	
	


	Chemicals, storage and practice, cont.
	Yes
	No
	Action/comments

	Where applicable, is the storage of gas cylinders as recommended in the CLEAPSS Laboratory handbook (section 9.9 and 11.2)? 

Is there a record of leak testing? 
	
	
	

	Where appropriate, has the effectiveness of fume cupboards been checked?
	
	
	

	Do technicians have easy access to the CLEAPSS website?
	
	
	

	Are training levels for technicians appropriate for the work that is carried out?

Are there records of training?
	
	
	

	Are technical staff involved in discussions about safety and risk assessment at department meetings?
	
	
	


	Radioactive sources (where applicable)
	Yes
	No
	Action/comments

	Does the department have a named RPS?
	
	
	Name:

	For non-HCC schools only: Has the school/trust registered with the HSE as an employer that holds radioactive sources?
	
	
	

	Has leak testing of sources been done within the last year?
	
	
	

	Are all staff who use the sources trained by the department and aware of all the documentation and procedures? Is Form 1 up to date?
	
	
	

	Does the RPS, or a trained technician, double check the sources are present when boxes are returned to store?
	
	
	

	Are the sources stored at least '2 locks' away from children and more than 2 metres from any workstation (ignoring walls)?
	
	
	

	Have all the action points from your last RPO report been completed?
	
	
	


	Ponds (where applicable)
	Yes
	No
	Action/comments

	Is access to the pond appropriately restricted? Eg. Locked gates; 1.1 m fence
	
	
	

	Is the water depth between 600mm and 900mm?
	
	
	

	Are edges, walkways and platforms checked and maintained?
	
	
	

	Has the department carried out a risk assessment of the pond and have the hazards and control measures been recorded?
	
	
	


	CLEAPSS guidance worth checking: 



	Secure Your Chemicals – Education (Home Office/CLEAPSS)
Check that you have the final set of CLP Hazcards (with 2021 updates), the revised Student Safety Sheets [2nd edition - 2019] and the Practical Procedure sheets (Check on the CLEAPSS website)
GL069 - Banned chemicals and other myths                 G271 - Auditing health & safety in a secondary school science department              
PS038 - Training for science staff, the use of non-science specialists & cover teachers     

GL341 - Manual handling hazards & risks for school science technicians      GL025 - Model risk assessments for laboratory technician activities 
GL272 - Sterilising for microbiology                PS048 Fume cupboard testing and contractors                    GL238 -Top twenty hazards in science
L195 - Safer chemicals, safer reactions
Also check out Supplementary Risk Assessments SRA01 through to SRA38


	Your main recommendations – These should be kept within the department, and available for any possible monitoring visit

	· 


Please complete the audit by 15th July 2022, a copy should be kept within the science department and another copy lodged with the school’s Health & Safety Officer – a sample of schools will receive monitoring visits during the autumn term 2022. 
Please confirm when the audit has been carried out by clicking on the link below and completing the form:
https://Secondary Science Safety Audit 2022 
Should you have any concerns or issues arising from this audit, please contact Kevin Neil at Clarendon House, Winchester on:            Tel: 01962 876207, and where appropriate we may be able to offer you some support.
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